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To personal Attention "by train personnel on freight- shipiaents, and td, assure 
reasonably prompt daily # ry of freight shipments. administrative personnel of 
plant# oft#n bribed railroad personnel# Bribes war# also necessary to obtain 
passenger tickets* those who did not give bribe* would sometime* bar# to wait for 
week* to get ticket*. In winter, traffic wa* often delayed because of the lack 
of snow plow*. This often held up trcin movement for day*. In # mam# r train* operas 
ted pretty much on schedule. in the spring and autumn, truck* could neither de- 
liver freight to. nor receive traffic from minor station* {called punkts) because 
road* were too muddy* 

The origin and destination of a freight shipment is not shown on the outside of the 
Soviet freight cars# 7Te are sure of this because we did notice that it wa* shewn 
jn freight cars in Germany# One reason for not putting this information on the 
outside of Soviet cars was that people would steal the paper because there was such 
« shortage of writing paper* We saw some Soviet freight cars on which the original 
c*r ntsaber had been crossed oat and a new cae painted below the old maker., This 
dene to foreign freight cars* 

Froa 36 to 40 hours time wr.s usually permitted for tbs unloading of freight cars. 
However, noras were set for loading and unloading times, depending on the facilities 
available at the mhipping and receiving polite* Thus, if a coal loading point had 
makers from which coal could be dropped into cars, its flora for loading time was 
much less than if loading facilities 'Vdr* not as favorable tor rapid loading* 

If shipment reports were held beyond the time permitted by an organisation, they 
would be sent to the Ministry which governed the organization* Breakage was 
heavy* This w&* often due to over^-economy in use of ‘packing materials* In addition, 
loading and unloading was not don# carefully* and caused much damage to cocmodities* 
In part, this breakage was due to lack of interest by workers* 

Freight cars were n*v*r loaded beyond the market capacity, because there was a 
likelihood that the individual ' who did so would be called to account for tt* 

Neither was there underloading, except where necessary* For example, if 15-ton 
machine* were being loaded in a Boston box car. the organization would load three 
jrip chines, for a total of 45 tons, but would not load four machines for a total of 
60 tons. The heaviest load carried by a railroad ear which was known to us was 
a 126- ton steam hydraulic press* It was probably carried on a 16-sai* flat car* 

The Soviet# have published handbook* for heavy industries which give axle leading# 
and types of cars used for various types of heavy loads. It also give* instructions 
on how to load and secure the cargo. When a freight car is loaded, the pi*at turns 
i Lf r# r *° f rai L r ° ft ! representative in the plant area. The railroad inspects the 

™ document# for the car. and seals the car. Freight cars mist be* 
s ^l *d in USSR. because xf they were not. the contents would be stoles*.-*- v-. .*> T -V 

Z:Crt^* l l r ' **t** TOuld haT# be pttt in a lathe to restore the *=*>rch 

Jr 1?** * f i * a * ter of 110-120 as at the point where the bearings 

: * ucc * s * 1 ^ turnings on the lathe, the dimension be reduce! 

thi * lowered the pemissible maxlmua axle loading, which 
was shown by painting a new tonnage capacity on the side of the oar* Standards were 
srt up to^indicate the mini an dimension of an axle, after which the axle was rw- 
placea. mere were similar standards for wheels. When- a cast wheel reached the 
minimu-. dimension it was replaced; wheels with tire# wovld h*T# the d* re changed. 

a d juatabl a axle, was not practical, and that in- 
fdnnation on it war disseminated for propaganda purposes only. , r. 

* b ^T Ck / dr *• *xv***m Of basic industries * ^ch plant 
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oars 'of important freight (wo do hot know If he- rod* with ih* freight trs&c, , or 
we at «h*ad to junction points by pa*sewg*r trdia)* ^ At edch junction yard this / 
man wa tclie* to i»« that th« ‘frai^ht car ia^pXcws^d in th® proper train, *nd he 
brib** : of fi dial * or Worker* wh*r* necessary, to see that Hit car i» given expedited 
service. It vat <UfiolCyly necessary to bribe to recefv# aomal **rvic*# 

■ ' ■ • * . ... \t, ; . .* / v y ■ ^ :; ■ • : . : ' 

B*for* Worl d War'll, pa *v*ng*r trains were often hold up to let freight trains pas*. 
But following the war, pa***ng*r trains were given higher priority* In the USSR 
freight train* atwa.to mo y* a* fast on the lint a# pes*e*$«r train** Presumably, 
train graphs * in which th* schedule of *ach train is plotted on graph paper, existed 
for both ‘passenger dnd freight trains in the USSR# - 

After World War II, main lines were getting new rolling stock, while old" rolling 
stock was being used on secondary lines whioh have weaker tracks*' We would esti- - 
mate about 40^ of Ihe cars in the Donets basin were four-axle* 

In the USSR there are through- freight trains running between Moscow and the - ^ 

Donbas, ax*d also between the Donbas and largo citi*s south of Uoscow* Sovzone 
Germany has far more trains per day on its main lines than doe* the USSR# 

Soviet railroad personnel did not wear uniform* until “the end of the war# They 
continue, to wear uniform* and are semi -military. Prewar, they were dressed- in 
very poor clothe t « . v / . 
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